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The beautiful toy theatres of the Victorian era have been brought to life again 
through this gorgeous and innovative application for the ipad.

Just like the original toy theatres where you immerse yourself in building your 
own theatre sets and choosing your characters, all this can be done now in this 
new and exciting medium. Users can enjoy recording their favorite scenes with 
personalized voice overs or even creating their own plays.

We have designed the application to stay as authentic to the original Victorian 
toy theatres. Thus, the images have all been sourced from the originals in the 
archives of the renowned Pollock’s Toy Shop.

This first release of the application contains the scenery backdrops and 
characters for Shakespeare’s ” Midsummer Night Dream”. 

Enter the world of
Sheakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s Dream

Released 26th December 2010.
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Once upon a time, in Victorian London, a young boy named 
Benjamin Pollock was born. It was 1856 and the toy theatre trade 
was flourishing over in the other side of London. Covent Garden 

was home to the nations theatres. Here the printers of the day capitalized 
on London’s favorite entertainment and produced printed theatrical 
portraits of stage stars and with them ‘The Juvenile Drama’, a miniature 
theatre to construct from paper on which Victorians would perform their 
own version of the current melodrama or pantomime. 

Back in Hoxton, Pollock as a young man working in the fur trade fell in 
love with Miss Eliza Redington, the pretty daughter of the owner of the 
nearby Theatrical Print Warehouse and expert colourist. The romance led 
to marriage and the inheritance of the family business. 

Then in the 1880s, Robert Louis Stevenson visited London and went on 
a search for theatrical sheets. Stevenson found Pollock so delightful, he 
later immortalised him in an essay: “If you love art, folly or the bright 
eyes of children, speed to Pollock’s”.  Consequently, by the 1920s, a 
pilgrimage to Pollock’s shop had become popular with the great actors, 
performers and designers of the London stage, the likes of which 
included Charlie Chaplin, the impresario Diaghilev as well as a young 
boy called Winston Churchill.

The toy theatre still appeals to actors, art students, toy collectors and 
anyone interested in the inventive novelties of childhood. This new-
age development keeps alive the spirit of Benjamin Pollock and his toy 
theatres for new generations.
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